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THE 


PREFACE. 


F HE following ba Compoſition, ſingu- 


lar as the Occaſion of it was, wou'd never 

have been Publiſh'd on any other Account 
than as it might ſuggeſt ſomething, or at. leaſt 
might give the Author an Opportunity of Offering 
ſomething in Juſtification of his Conduct, in d giving 
up the Curacy of HOLBECK. 


Tux candid Reader on peruſing the 3 will 
perhaps be ready to acquit the Author of that Pu- 
fillanimity and Cowardice which have been induſtri- 
oufly laid to his Charge. And if this Point be once 
gain'd, the Reaſons which common Prudence and 
a Senſe of Duty may ſuggeſt in Vindication of his 
Proceedings, will ſtand in their full Force. On 
theſe, however, he chooſes to reſt the merits of 
the Cauſe, both becauſe he judges them abundant- 
ly ſufficient for his Defence, and becauſe they may 
be urg'd as far as there is Occaſion, without any 
Deſign or Endeavour (which he would willingly 
avoid) to exaggerate the Behaviour of the People 
of Holbeck, or to leſſen them in any one's Opinion. 


Tay have Signalis'd cheinſelves, he thinks, in 
Characters, which it wou'd give him no Pleaſure 
to tranſcribe ; and have ſpread their own Fame 
much farther than he has the Vanity to believe any 
of his Performances, of this kind can reach. 


a 2 He 
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H cou'd rather Wiſh, both for Their Sakes 
and his Own, that, if it were poſſible, the whole 
Affair was entirely forgotten; ſince, where it is 
not thoro*ly underſtood, very few will believe, 
(ſo good-natur'd is the World) that any Man 
cou*d meet with the Treatment which he has met 
with, unleſs he had given ſome Occaſion for it. 


Arp ef this Account it is, that he thinks him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of Apologiſing for his Con- 
duct in reſigning the Curacy : And That he hopes, 
may be ſufficiently done without an invidious De- 
tail of the Peoples Behaviour towards him ; 'and 
without any mean Conceſſions, on his Part, of 
having given them Occaſion for ſuch a Behaviour. 


Tais however he readily acknowledges, that 
the ſeveral Tokens of ſincere Friendſhipand Eſteem 
which he has receiv*d from many, and That great 
Civility and Refpect which have been ſhew'd him 
by all the People in LEEDES, for many Years 
fucceſſtvely, have undoubtedly made him leſs able, 
than he might otherwiſe have been, to bear ſo very 


different a Kind of Treatment. 


Arp he is now fully perſwaded, that if the In- 
habitants of Holbeck had receiv*d him with all the 
Civility They were capable of, and endeavour'd 
to make his Reſidence amongſt them as agreeable 
and eaſy as it was poſſible for Them to do; heſhou'd, 
notwithſtanding, have ſometimes imagin*d, (and 
That perhaps without an exceſſive and blameable 
degree of Fretfulneſs,) that he had ſeveral Rea- 
fons to regret his Removal. 


Ix This Conſideration does not ſomewhat alle- 


viate the Guilt of thofe who depriv'd him of fo 


Con- 


6 


conſiderable a Property, it however ſufficiently 
ſhows, that he may chearfully overlook what is 
paſt ;—thar he may be well ſatisfied- with his pre- 
ſent Situation, —and that, as the Affair was actually 
circumſtanc'd, he cou'd not in point of Prudence, 
nor (as it may be made appear) in point of Duty 
poſſibly think of Reſiding as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel of Peace, amongſt a Set of People which 
appear*d ſo irreclaimably exaſperated againſt him. 


Sour 3 may think it needleſs, if not ri- 
diculous, to talk of accounting for his Giving up 
what was forcibly Wreſted from him; and for his 
not Choofing to live where he cou'd not live, but 
in the atmo? Danger: whillt Others, on the con- 
trary, judging more favourably of the Te | 
of the. People, may think, that he might have re- 
ſided amongſt them with Safety,-and might poſſibly, 
in Time, have gain'd their Affection and Eſteem. 


Hs freely owns, he was not without Hopes that 
he poſſibly might by prudent Meaſures, enter in- 
to the Poſſeſſion of his Right; and live there with 
a good degree of Security from the Miſchiefs 
threaten'd him; and he may reaſonably be preſum'd 
not to have been exceſſively terrified or overaw'd 
with Apprehenſions of Danger, if it be obſery'd 
that he conſtantly perform*d the Duty of the Cu- 
racy for near Three Months after he gain*d Admiſ- 
ſion into the Chapel, and This too, rather to pre- 
pare a Way for the peaceable Reception of any 
other Perſon whom the Patron ſhou'd think pro- 
per tonominate, than out of any Proſpect of recon- 

ciling the People to himſelf. For he was very ſen- 

ſible from the beginning, and by the frequent In- 
ſults he met with, was confirm'd in his Opinion, 
that it requir'd greater Abilities than he pretended 

to, and more Time than he cou'd reaſonably po 

mue 


WY 
miſe himſelf, /o to calm the Minds of the People, 
and to gain /uch a Share of their Eſtrem, as to 
make his Reſidence agreeable. 


« Ir any will yet impute his Conduct to his Fears, 

he confeſſes that he was very much afraid, and 
that he cou*d not upon any Conſideration ſurmount 
his Fear, to take upon him the Charge of a Set of 
People who by their determin d Oppoſition to his 
Endeaveurs were likely to give ſuch an irre/itable 
_ to their inherent Propenſity to that which is 

vil, 


Hz had obſerv'd as every one frequently muſt, 
that in Contentions of all Kinds the injurious Party 
is commonly the moſt unwilling to be reconciled. 
And in the preſent Caſe, he was thoroughly per- 
ſuaded, that the People had treated him with fa h 
an unuſual degree of Outrage and Contempt, as nei- 
ther Their Modeſty wou'd allow them readily to 
acknowledge and reform; nor his Vanity flatter him 
with hopes of ſufficient Power to reſiſt and overcome. 


* 


Hr moreover judg'd it his indiſpenſible Doty 
to decline the Execution of his Office, where he 
ſaw himſelf in imminent danger of drawing a Re- 
proach on the miniſterial Function in general, and 
of expoſing Religion itſelf to Contempt, thro' that 
Contempt which was ſo irremoveably fx'd on the 
Hand that adminiſter' d in its Sacred Offices. 


BESIDES this, he was perfectly well fatisfied, 
that if the People were capable of being reclaim'd 
to a Senſe of Religion, it was to be done, in all 
human Appearance, by any other Perſon's Admi- 
niſtration rather than His; and therefore hopes, 
that, if the Difference in point of Intereſt had been 
abundantly more conſiderable than it is, he _—_ 

1 ave 


(vu ) 
have rejected it * as much D:ſdain and Abhor- 
rence as they rejected him withal, when ſet in Com- 


255 may with Advantages of ſo great Er e. 
th to Them and Himſelf. | 


AFTER all, he believes, that the Generality of 
thoſe who were moſt active in driving him from his 
Property, were ſuch as had 0 perſonal Diſlike to 
him,—ſuch as might by the like Means have been 
irritated to the ſame degree againſt any other Man,-- 
and ſuch as were irritated and inflam'd againſt. him 
by a few, who pretended to more , underſtanding, 

and who ſeem” 4 ambitious of ſhewing their In- 
fluence among the People on this Occaſion tho 
it is obſervable enough, that a very ſcanty Share 
of Underſtanding and Influence is ſufficient to lead 
a giddy Mob into Miſchief. 


Hp they thought proper to try the Force of 
their Underſtanding io the Weight of their In- 
fluence, by an Attempt to reduce the poor, miſ- 
guided People to Order again, it is highly pro- 
bable they wou'd have gone as awkwardly to work, 
and with the lite Succeſs, as if they ſhou'd now 
undertake to perſwade them, and one another to 
Join in making a Full Reparation of the wrong that 
15 done. | 


Wno a Weber were, the aſs Fr 
Pretends to Know, nor Deſires to be Inform'd. He 
freely forgives the wrong, and unfeignedly prays 
that it may be forgiven : and in This he may per- 
haps be allow*d to be perfe#ly ſincere, when he de- 
clares, what is abſolutely true that he makes no man- 
ner of doubt, but the Affair, however unhappy 
in itſelf, will, one way or other, turn out ſometime 
to bis Advantage—And if This Conceſſion alle- 
viates the Crime, and exempts the injurious in any 


degree 
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degree from the Duty. of making Reparation, it is 
rel at Their Service. 0 ISI petty 4g 

IT has been ſuggeſted, that yielding thus to the 
Humour of a Mob may be attended with fatal 
Conſequences, that a very bad Precedent is here · 
by given, —and that the Succefs obtain'd in this 
Inſtance will animate and encourage others to the 


N 


Uke riotous Practices. 


Ix is true indeed, that the SUCCESS with 
which Villainy is. attended, is the only En- 
conragement Men have to engage in villainous Mea- 


ſiires ;—that if Every one defended bis own Pro- 


perty, there wou'd ſoon be no ſuch thing as an 
Attempt to invade another's Right, and that the 
moſt effectual way to put a Stop to the Practice of 
Wickedneſs, wou'd be to.defeat it. always of its 
Aim, Wou'd every Man take Care to ſecure his 
own Purſe, the myſterious Art of the Pickpocket 

You'd in a little Time be irrecoverably loſt; 
Can'd every one ſucceſsfully refuſe to comply 


Vith the unreaſonable Demands of the Highway- 


man, the public Roads wou'd no longer be in- 
eſted with thoſe daring Bravado's, And did every 
one keep a ſufficient Guard in his Houſe, This 
wou'd put the midnight Adventurer upon ſome 
honeſter Way of getting a Livelihood. ': 
” Ir is the SUCCESS that theſe different Artiſans 
meet. with that prevails. with them to continue in 
their gainful 1 and tempts Others 
to ſet up for themſelves in the fame: Way. But 
then, as in all Caſes of Miſdemeanor, it is the Cul- 
prit and not the Complainant who, properly ſpeak- 
ing, gives the Magiſtrate the Trouble, if it can be 
thought a Trouble to any Magiſtrate of Hanes 
| | an 


TR. - 
and Integrity, to put in Execution the Laws of 
his Country; ſo in the Caſe in hand, it is the De- 
linguent ſurely, and not the Sufferer, - that makes 
the Precedent, and upon whom all the bad Con- 
ſequences of it are juſtly to be charg'd. 


A Man might oftentimes, by due Care and 
Watchfulneſs, perhaps very ſafely defeat the 
Schemes, and diſcourage the Practices of the pri- 
vate Pilferer; and yet, whenever this is done, it 
is commonly ſuſpected to be done rather for the 
Preſervation of his own Property; than out of a 
pure Regard to the Public-good : But when he is 
attack*d in his houſe, or upon the road by open 
Plunderers, and requir'd to deliver, or ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be. rifl'd of what he is poſſeſſ d of, with 
ſome one of theſe dreadful Alternatives, of—bavin 
his Brains immediately blown out, —** or their han 
 waſh'd in his hearts Blood, —or Having bis 
„ Entrails pull'd out at bis Mouth, — or — 
« buried alive, it will Then ſurely be accounte 
highly Romantic in him to reject their demands, 
out of a Pretence to prevent the bad Influence ot their 
Example; and he will be generally ſuſpected of 


giving a Proof of his Fool-bardineſs or his Avarice, 


rather than of his public Spirit, by ſuch a Refuſal. 


Ir wou'd therefore be an injurious Addition to 


the Sufferer's Diſtreſs, to charge HIM with the 
ill Influence which ſuch a Precedent may have; and 


wou'd be manifeſtly too favourable an Alleviation 
of the guilt, and wou'd probably be look'd upon 
as an unjuſtifiable diminution of the Triumph of 
theſe Hero's in Iniguity, not to allow them the 
whole honour of recommending their villainous 
Practices to the World. . 
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Bur it may be obſerv'd, that it is not meerly 
the SUCCESSFULNESS of Vice, or its being poſſible 


to be committed with ſmpunity, and againſt all 


Oppoſition, but the PROFIT it affords, which 
recommends it, even to the Corrupteſt of Mankind; 
and that the SUCCESS of it, when ſtript F all 


INTER EST or ADVANTAGE, ſerves only to expo ſe 
it in its proper Deformity. 


Ax Attempt upon another's right, when baffled 
by the vigilance or power of the Pro 5 is 
generally look'd upon as an Inſtance of Folly, ra- 
ther than Vice Men do not readily ſee the Enor- 
mity of a fact whereby no one is an actual Sufferer. 
But when an Attempt of this Sort is crown'd 


with SUCCESS, and the Sufferer*s LOSS can be 


taken into the Account, the Fact then appears in 
Open Light, and the Meaneſt Underſtanding clear- 
ly diſcerns its [rregularity and Baſeneſs. It is not 
therefore meerly the SUCCESS of an injurious 


Project which recommends it to Imitation: This 


ſerves only to diſcover its Turpitude and Obliquity; 
and to raiſe in every one's Brealt a ſtrong Diſguſt 


and. Abhorence of it : For, corrupt as the World is, 


Men do not approve of Acts of diſhoneſty and 
injuſtice for their own Sakes, or becauſe they may 
be done without Check. or Controul , but it is the 
PRorir and ADVANTAGE ariſing from ſuch 
Practices, which alone miſlead and betray Men in- 
to the like iniquitous Meaſures ; and where there 


is No proſpett of Gain, there is apparently No kind 
of Temptation to Diſhoneſty, 


Tn urgent Calls of Hunger and Thirſt, of 
Cold and Nakedneſs, or the more extravagant De- 
mands of Luxury and Intemperance, may eaſily 
throw a Vail over the Reproachfulneſs _ De- 


ormity 
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formity of a diſhoneſt Action, may fix Mens At- 
tention on the Gainful Effects it promiſes, and hur- 
ry them into the /ike vicious Projects, whereby 
otbers have ſucceſsfully grarified the ſame craving 
and deprav*d Appetites. But where no ſuch Gra- 
tification is to be had; when an Injury is done 
without any view of Advantage to the Doer of it, 
the Crime is then expoſed without any palliating 
Alleviation, in its full Malignity and Heinouſneſs, — 
is «univerſally condemn'd as infamous and reproach- 
ful to humanity, —and is deteſted and avoided as the 
Suggeſtion of a BEING degenerated and malevolent 
far beyond the ordinary Courſe of Human depravity. 


ls the Caſe then under conſideration, the Pre- 
cedent may very ſafely be truſted to the wide 
World; the SUCCESS of this mighty Under- 
taking will be ſo far from recommending it to 
Imitation, that it cannot be ſuppos'd to ſerve any 
other Purpoſe, than' to-Diſcover its Malignancy; 
and to Provote the general Indignation of Mankind 
againſt /o foul and malicious an Adt of Injuſtice : 
and it may fairly be preſum'd, that Every one, who 
has, or hopes to have, any Property, Every one, 
who has any Senſe of goodneſs and bonefty, —Every 
one, Who is not perfectiy Abandon'd to all manner 
of Evil, will hence be Deterr'd. from engaging 
One Step in the like Tumultuous Meaſures ; leſt he 
ſhou'd be unwarily drawn (as it is believ'd many 
of the People, in the Affair in hand, were unwarily 
drawn) into ſuch an Abominable and Enormous 
Exceſs of Riot. | | * 
Ir may perhaps be expected, that Something 
ſhou'd be ha bo vai the Reaſons given for 
the Tumultuous Proceedings complain'd of; and, 
if any Reaſons ay" been given worthy of 8 
2 That 


(xi 
That muſt undoubtedly have been the OT 
Intent of this Preſace. 2 5 


Tas. "Objections mage againſt the 13 nomi- 
nated to the Cure, Thoſe at leaſt that have come to 
His hearing, are all ſuch, as he can, without any 
concern, Leave in their full Force to the Conſidera- 
tion of every Man of Candour and Judgment. But 
he. thinks himſelf oblig d to offer a Word or two 
in Vindication of his Patron; tho“ nathipg is indeed 
objected againſt His Conquét in this. Affair, but 
what is apparently mare-ſrivolous and alſud. 


Ir is faid ; He ſhou'd have Conſulted, and Ad. 
vis d with the People, about a proper Perſon to 
be their Miniſter. Now ſuppoſing them, wher 
cool and diſpaſſionate, very capable of judging well 
in an Affair of this Nature, and able to a the 
Patron with proper Counſel and Advice; yet, in 
the preſent Caſe, they had PREVIOUSLY. rais'd 
a Ferment among i themſetves, which utterly diſgua- 
I them for a peaceable and friend(y. conſultation : 
and; moreover, as they d d Right of Nomina- 
lion in ibemſalves; the Patron, however well dif 
pas'd, .con'd not haue admittgd of ſuch a. Conſul 
tation, without giving {ome ſeen ſeeming eee 
ad Encour egement to their Cain. Fi, Nos 


Ir is further ſaid, u be needed ag 5 
to Ne cut been ſo pręcipitat. abt aſty in making a 
Nomination; but that ; havg, — at 
kak till the unaccountable — was 4 

ated, and the Peoples ; # hag no. body kn now 
how rais*d, were again ſubſided. 


"Cov D theſe Folk. fee. nj go unhecoming i in 
their 616 Be they. wou'd lurely ſce how- utterly 


wtbocoming it is, to object againſt tha Patron That 


very 
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very Meaſure, which They, by their intemperate 
Threatenings and Amos neceffarily Fen 
4.90 pe ix £40 50 {+ 1 1 1 CF TH 
4 do yk loo MAP 274 20 Y: 
IIe was ve Falicitpus not ta have tither Then | 
or Himſelf involy*d in the Trouhle and Expence of 
a Layw-Suit ; end therefore; purely to prevent That, 
andinat out of the laaſt Diſtruſt in his du Right, he 
H aften'd- the Nami nation, judiciouſſy concluding 
that, after tbis Step was ſucce faulty made; neither 
the Turbulence pf, the Peoples tu Paſſions, nor the 
flattering Suggeſtions of any Contentious Adviſers 
would tempt them to engage in ſo deſperate a Liti- 
gation. He thought further, that the People wou'd 
then patiently ſubmit to what they faw-cou'd not 
be legally redreſs'd,” and that in a little while they 
wou' d conſider the Affair coolly, and: ſee cauſe to 
be ſatisfied that it ended no worſe. In this indeed 
He was greatly miſtaken, and judg?d much too fa- 
vourably of the Peoples Temper : and, if This be an 
Injury, it is ſuch a one as a very moderate Share 
Candour may be pre vail'd upon to overlooε; 
what they may for this ones at Teaft, ſafely venture 
to forgive; after they have 'taken'fuch effectual 
e, that no one ſhall make the like Miſtake ag ahr. 


Tus Claim of a PROMISE * the Patron to 
give to the People the Choice of a Curate is ſo ab- 
ſurd and inconſiſteut in itſelf, and ſo Trreconcilable 
to the Bebaviour both of the Patron and of the Peg- 
ple upon the Occaſion, that it cannot, with all the 
Regard and Tenderneſs that is due to the Character 
of thoſe who ſupported it, (and yet an equal Degree 
at laat of Tenderneſs and Regard is By juſtly due 
to the Character of the other Party-concern'd ; that 
it cannot) poſſibly be ſuppos'd to have any "other 
Foundation, than TU of tome 24 groſs N 


; 


} 
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Fon had there been any ſuch Promiſe, there wou'd 
have been no manner of Occaſion, nor, it may 
ſurely be preſum'd, could any one have been 10 
ſpiteful and malevolent as previouſly to poiſon the 
Minds of the People, and irritate them to ſuch an 
unconquerable Averſion (without any View or De- 
ſign, and without any Provocation) againſt the Per- 
fon, who, from his Situation, perhaps they might 
otherwiſe have apprehended, was likely to be no- 

minated to the Curacy. Nor cou'd theſe People, 

(ſuppoſing them to have Senſe and Underſtanding 
of the ſame Kind with other Men) have been ſo o- 
penly warm and ſollicitous in ſearching after a 
Right of nomination in themſelves, WHILST they 
had any Dependance upon, and BEFORE they made 
any Claim to, ſuch a Promiſe. ee 


VNEITHER can the Patron be ſuppos'd not to 
know himſelf to be under no manner of Obliga- 
tion of this Sort, if it be obſerv'd, that he made 
Choice of a Perſon,--who had never made any Ap- 
plication for the Curacy ;- and upon whoſe Account 
He had, ſome, Time before, refus'd a Recommen- 
dation much more Powerful and Undeniable than 
cou'd poſſibly be made by all theſe People put to- 
gether. I u 32s 10 1 SH 4: 


Ir is moreover to be obſery'd, that there is a very 
wide Difference between--Accepting a Recommen - 
dation of a Perſon, who may be well known to the 
Patron,--and leaving the Nomination indetermi- 
nately to the Choice of others. The Former may 
frequently be done with gteat Prudence and Fudg- 
ment; but the Latter can hardly be done at all, 
without an apparent Danger of incurring @ Breach 
of Truſt. And the Patron cou'd never be ſuppos d 
ſo inſenſible of the great Importance of His Truſt 

6 mn 
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in the Caſe before us, as not to know, that He 
cou'd not poſſibly give it up in the Manner here 


requir'd, without a very culpable Neglect, or 


Tranſgreſſion of his Duty; and without a mani- 


feſt Hazard of involving himſelf and his Succeſſors 


in Difficulties, much more eaſily to be prevented 
than removed. | 


AND it is likewiſe but Juſtice to the Character 


as well as the Station of the Patron, to ſuppoſe 


him ſo ſtudious of the Peace and Weltare of the 


People, as to be extremely unwilling to throw ſuch 


a Bone of Contention amongſt them, as This wou'd 
in all likelihood have been; for the ſame Conten- 
tious Humour which has actually carried them to 
ſuch unwarrantable Lengths where They had no 
Power, would have been no leſs Virulent and Un- 
governable in fomenting the Diviſions, and in ſu 
porting the different Parties, which They muſt in 
ſuch a Caſe, unavoidably have fallen into, if the 
Patron had intruſted them with fuch a Power. 


Tux Perſon favour'd with the Nomination ſin- 
cerely profeſſes himſelf equally oblig*d to His Ge- 
nerous Patron, as if the Affair had turned out to 
the greateſt poſſible Advantage, and much more ſo, 
as it did turn out, for his kind Allowance of his Re- 
turn to his former Station under Him. 


He would likewiſe, if he could expreſs the grate- 
ful Sentiments he feels, be glad to make ſome ſui- 
table Returns of Gratitude to the Inhabitants of 
Leedes of all Ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt 
for their friendly Sollicitude, their affectionate Con- 
cern, their vigorous Application in his Behalf ; and 
more eſpicially for their efettual Removal of his 


Dif- 
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- The ang A Rake of This wit Ani. 
mate ki Endenvouts; and mirft always be look'd 
48 an Additiottal Motiye, to perform his 
Duty amongſt them with un ag Dili 
o +1 


H ale hebe bee with * utmoſt + Pete 
rence, to make his grateful Actnorledgments to 
the Right 2 the Lord of the Manour of 
Holbeck, for Employing in his Favour the whd/z 
Weight of his 2 2 4 0 out of that Pure 
Benevolence and Love of doing good which diſtiu- 


guiſdes his ming in that high Station which He 
adorns. 


He likewiſe thankfully acknowledges, that ſome 
of the Principal Inhabitants 'of Holbeck, wou'd 
have receiv'd him as tavourably as he cou'd have 
wiſh'd; and wou'd have been very glad, if it had 
been in their Power, to have prevented, or 2 
a Stop ro the Fiotgus Proceedings againſt him. | 


Hs defires only to obſerve farther ; that if, 
with all theſe powerful Afiſtances on bis side he ebu'd 
not gain a peaceable Admiſſion into the Chapelry; 
he cou'd have no Proſpect There but of the moſt 
uncomfortable being, when left to bimſelf; and 


that therefore he has go 4 «& W FR thank- 


for for his Deliverance, 
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ACTS xiii. 46, 

Then Paul and Barnabas taxed bold, 
and ſaid ; It was neceſſary that the 
ward of God fhou'd firſt have been 
0 oken to you + but ſeeing ye put it 

rom you, and Judy e yourſelves un- 
worthy f e ing life ; lo, we 


turn t9 the Gentiles. 


N this Chapter we have 
a a remarkable Account 
of a ſolemn Deſignation 

of the Apoſtles Paul 

and Barnabas by the 
"» Ralersand Elders of the 

Church to the Miniſtry whereto They 

were call'd by the Holy 'Ghoſt,=- of the 

different Succeſs. that ee. them in 
the ſeveral Parts of their Miſhon,--and 
A | more 
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more particularly, of the ill Treatment 
They met with, —and of their coura- 
geous and reſolute Behaviour, on that 
Occafion, at Antioch in Piſidia. 


At their firſt Coming to this Place, 
we find them receiv'd with great Civi- 
lity and Reſpect, and encourag'd in the 
politeſt Manner by the Rulers of the 
Synagogue, (after the uſual reading of 
the Law and the Prophets) if They 
had any Meſſage or Doctrine of Impor- 
tance to deliver to the People, to ſpeak 
with Freedom. Te Men and Brethren, 
laid they, ye have any Word of Ex- 
hortation for the People, ſay on. 


This favourable Opportunity the A- 
poltles immediately embrac'd, and St. 
Paul, beckoning with his hand for Si- 
lence, addreſs d himſelf directly to the 
Baue in a ſummary Detail of God's 
having cheſen their Fathers to be a Pe- 
culiar People to Himſelf, and of the 
many Privileges and Favours, the ſun- 
dry Preſervations and Deliverances 
granted them in conſequence of that 

b | choice, 


£19] EG 
Choice, from their coming out of Egypt 
until the time of David their King. 


Hence the Apoſtle proceeded to his 
main Point in view, and Afur'd them, 
that of This Man's Seed, i. e. of the 
Seed of David, according to his Promiſe 
by their Prophets, God had actually 
raiſed up unto them a Saviour, JESUS: 
-that the Dwellers at Jeruſalem and 
their Rulers, not knowing Him, nor at- 
tending to the Votces of the Prophets 
which were read every Sabbath=day, 
had fulfill d them in condemning Him. 
-that This was ſo far from putting an 
End, as they defign'd, to his Preten- 
fions ; that it only made Way for a ſtill 
more illuſtrious Proof of his divine 
Miſſion and Authority, by his Reſur- 
rection from the dead on the third day; 
and that they, (the Apoſtles) were heres 
upon commiſſion d to publiſh the glad 
Tidings, how that the Promiſe wwhich 
vas made to the Fathers, God had then 
falfiPd to their Children, iu that He 
had raiſed up Feſus again ;--and -_ at 

there 


A 2 


©... a 

therefore they might hence know of 
a ſurety, that / this Man, -Jeſus 
Chriſt, was then preach'd unto them the = 
forgiveneſs of fins ; and that by Him 

all that believed fhou'd be juſtify'd from 
all things from which they cou'd not be 
juſtified by the Law of Moſes. The 
Apoſtle then concluded his Diſcourſe 
with warning his hearers of the dane 


ger of unbelief, and the Neglect of /o 


great Salvation. 


| Theſe gracious Overtures of Recon- 
ciliation with God, Theſe merciful 
Tendersof Pardon were ſo defirable and 
affecting, that the Apoſtles were in- 


treated to ſpeak upon the ſame Subject 


the vert Sabbath; when the Jews, 


moved with Envy on ſeeing the Mul- 
titudes, thought proper to /peak againſt 
thoſe things which were ſpoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaſpheming. 


To this warm oppoſition from the 
Jewiſh Zealots, the Apoſtles boldly 
reply d; It aun neceſſary that the word 
of God ſhou'd firſt have been Spoken to 

x 


JR 


[ 2-4 | 
you (the Jews ;) but ſeerng ye put it 1 
from you, and Judge our ſekoes unwor- 1 
thy of everlaſting life; Lo, we turn to - = 
the Gentiles. This Juſt and ſevere Re- 
prehenſion ſo exaſperated the Minds of 
theſe ſtubborn Jews, that they pro- 
ceeded in their Oppoſition with grea- 
ter Fury ; and as we learn from: the 
following Verſes, they ſtirred up the 
devout and honourable Women, ſome 
Women who were lately become Pro- 
ſelytes, and who therefore had proba- 
bly more Zeal than Underſtanding of 
the Religion they had embrac'd, tage- 
ther with the chief Men of the City, 
and rais'd Perſecution againſt Paul and 


Barnabas, and EXPELL D them out of 
their Coaſts. 


Let us now obſerve, Upon. what Mo- 
tives or Principles the IE ws and the 
APOSTLES acted their different Parts 
on this remarkable Occaſion. 


And this may probably ſuggeſt to 
us ſome Uſeful reflectiont. And 


Firſt, It is to be obſerv d, that theſe 
5 


BF 
erverſe Fews did not raiſe and carr 

2 1. den with ſuch Fury id 
gainſt St. Paul (and his Companion) 
out of any Diſlike they had to his Per- 
ſon or any Pretence of an Objection 
againſt his Manner of Preaching. Theſe 
were Diſcoveries not made till a good 
while after This by the more ſagacious 
Chriſtians at Corinth ; who, in their 
carnal Contentions and Debates, for 
Apollos or Cephas, againſt Paul, warm- 
ly remonſtrated, in all Probability at 
that time, as He juſtly complains, a- 
gainſt the Meanneſs of his perſonal 
Appearance, and the rudeneſs of his 
Speech, whilſt they cou'd not but at 
the ſame time allow to his JFritings 
their due Praiſe: His Letters, ſaid they, 
are werghty and powerful, but his bo- 
dily Preſence is weak, and his Speech 
contemptible. 


But the ore conſiſtent Jews pretend- 
ed not to reject the Doctrine becauſe 
of any Perſonal Defects of the Preacher, 
or to judge of his talents and abilities 
as ſuch, without a competent Under- 

ſtanding 


[23] 


ſtanding of the Doctrine he was to de · 


liver. They percetv'd indeed, partly 


perhaps from what they had heard from 


St. Paul Himſelf, and more eſpecially 
from what they had read in their own 
Prophets, that great Privileges and 
Bleſſings were to be granted at the 
Coming of their Meſſiah. But then, 
ſucha contemptible Opinionof the Gen- 
tile warld prevail d among them, ſuch 
a powerful Affection had they for their 
own Nation, and ſuch high Notions 
poſſeſs d them of God's peculiar Re- 
gard to the Seed of Abraham accordin 
to the Fleſh, that they thought the le 
fings of the Meſſiah's Kingdom were 
intirely to be confin'd to the fayourite 
Poſterity of that beloved Patriarch. 


How little did They in reality 
derſtand of the 2 Defign of 
the Goſpel, who cou d imagine its Be- 
nefits to be diminiſh'd by being Com- 
municated to Others as well as Them- 
ſelves ! And how Mag nificently arethe 
Mercies of God in 2 gracious Diſ- 


e Diſplay d how Affectingly 


are 
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are they in truth Endear d, and how 


Largely Improv'd to every particular 


Perſon, by being Extended to Every 


one of the race of mankind | l 


This narrow Spirit however, we find, 
very powerfully operated on the Minds 
of all the Jewiſh People, and nothing 
appear d more diſagreeable and offen- 
ſive in the Chriſtian Diſpenſation than 
its Indi ſcriminate Offers of mercy and 


favour both to the Tp and the 
Gentile World. 


The aa THEMSELVES 
appear not to have diveſted themſelves 
of this National Prejudice without great 
difficulty, and to have offer'd the Co- 


venant of Grace at firſt to the Gentiles, 


with ſome Caution and Diſidence.— 
And Many of the Jeæus, even after they 
were converted, and had cordially em- 
braced the Faith in Chriſt, were yet 
ſo cloſely attach'd to this flattering and 
felfiſh Prepoſſeſſion, | that, tho' they 
plainly ſaw the Extenſive Defign of the 
Goſpel to admit of all Nations; yet 


wou'd 


Ou . 
 wou'd they ſtill compromiſe the Mat- 
ter in favour of their own prevailing 
Opinions; and inſiſt upon it, that the 
Genteles ſhou'd be Circumci d and be 
obligd to Keep the Law of Moſes, as 
a neceſſary Qualification for the Pri- 


vileges of the Goſpel. 


This rais'd thoſe Feuds and Animo- 
fities, thoſe Debates, and Diviſions, 
which diſgrac'd the Chriſtian Church 
even under the Guidance and Direction 


of the Apoſtles themſelves; and which 


are therefore ſtigmatis d and diſtin- 
guiſh'd thro out their Writings as ſo 
many Land- marks, todiſcover the Rocks 
and Shoals whereon many of the firſt 
Converts fo fatally made Shipwreck of 
their Faith. | | 


Theſe unhappy Contentions depend- 


ing much on the Preference given by 
the People to ſome of their Teachers 


above others, (and which happen'd ther, 


as well as afterwards, to be commonly 
miſplac'd ) coſt the Apoſtles more La- 
bour to mitigate and ſuppreſs ; and 

| B in- 
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tremities | I 
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intangl'd them in much greater Dif- 
fieultiss and Hazards than they met 


with'in the more agreeable Task of 
planting the Doctrine of the Goſpel: 


And it is obſervable, eſpecially of St. 


Paul, that all the Perſ*cutions He en- 
dur d; his fohting with Beaſts at Ephes 


fas, bs Perils amongſt the Heathen, and 


his Perals in the Sea; were but few and 
:nconfiderable when compar d with the 
Perils He paderwent a. falſe Bre- 


hren. 


To ach: an FRO Jegies ew 


vatPFd the Jewſh Prejudices in favour 


of their Lato, which was gtaciouſly 
intended only as a StbooJ=-mafter to brin 5 
them to Chriſt And ſo tic kliſh is ot 

Situation, ſo weak is the Oonſtitution 
of human Nature, and ſowatchfal ſhou d 
we there fore be, even over the moſt 
benevolent Emotions of out own Hearts, 
when our moſt endearing Affections, 
our tendereſt Regards, for Perſons and 
'Things 1n „ good, may hurry 
us on to ſuch eee and fatal Ex- 
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It was thus exceſſive Prejudice in Fa- 
the. ſeyys in Oppoſition to Chriſt and 
the Goſpel ; and their illiberal and ſor- 
did Partiality towards their own, Peo- 
ple, which made them account all other 
Mationt unworthy of God's Mercy and 
Fayour. They ſeem to have been ex- 
treamly jealous of the growing Power 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, and. greafly ap- 
prehenfive leſt the Glory of Moles ani 

their Law ſhou d be obſcur d and 
made contemptible by the ſuperior 


„ 


Light of the Goſpel. And they were 
actually incens' d to ſuch a degree of 
Envy and Indignation at the Thought 
of admitting the Gentiles to the Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel, 'that they no 
ſooner fuſpected This to be the Caſe, 
than they earneſtly oppos d the hinge 
that were ſpoken by Paul, contradicting 
and ns And when the A- 
poſtles more plainly, and boldy told 
them, that what they thus rejected and 
judg*d themſehues unworthy of, wou'd 
thenceforth be freely offer d to theGen- 
| B 2 tiles. 
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tiles, This exaſperated them beyond 
all Patience : and they immediately 
raid da Perſecution againſt the Apoſtles, 
and in a Tumultuous and Riotous Man- 
ner drove them out of their Coaſts.” . 


The Principles or Motives on which 
the IE ws acted, being thus obſerv d, 
let us now, ſecondly. lee on what Grounds 
the APOSTLES proceeded on this Oc- 
caſion. And here it may be imagined 
that the Miniſters of the peaceable 
Doctrine of Chriſt ſhou'd not ſo haſtily 
have condemn'd and rejected the Jews ; 
that their Partiality for their own 
- People was founded upon a laſting and 
diſtinguiſh'd In terpoſi tion of Providence 
in Favour of their Nation, — and that 
their Prejudices aroſe, not ſo much from 
any Contempt of God and Religion, 
as from a tenacious Adherence to Moſes 
and the Law, whoſe divine Miſſion and 
Authority had been at firſt ſo conſpi- 
cuouſly diſplay d, and at ſundry Times 
and in divers Manners aſterwards fo ir- 
reſiſtably crm d unto them and that 
therefore theſe Prepoſſeſſions, ſo excu- 


fable 


[29] 

fable on many Accounts, if not lauda- 
ble in themſelves, ſhou'd have been 
remov d by the gentle Methods of Per- 


4 aon and PForbearance - that ſuch Dif- 
ficulties are moſt eſſectually overcome 


by ſome ſeaſonable Compliances andthe 
ſoothing Applications of Mildneſs and 
Candour,-and that the Apoſtles wou d 
have acted more conſiſtently with the 
pacific Intent of their Miniſtry, had they 
endeayour'd to draw the Fers by the 
ſofter Cords of Meekneſs and Love: _ 


milder Methods were actually try'd up- 
on the Jews during the whole Courſe 
of our Saviour's Miniſtry, and for ſome 
conſiderable Time after without Effect; 
And that the Apoſtles, tho they pa- 
tiently endur'd the Perſecutions they 
were neceſſarily expos'd to, were yet 
not inſenfible of the Affronts offer d to 
their Character ;and thought themſelves 
oblig d to ſapport the Dignity of their 
Function; A juſtly treated 
theſe ob/#inate Cainſayers with ſo much 
Sharpneſs and Severity, | 


It 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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1 97 they were er nab 
to judge, at what Time men werez for 
the preſent at leaſt, incapable of being 
reclaun'd. . And by others perhaps it 
Ks be : fagpes' d, that there was no 
0 Extraordinary Diſceru- 
Ti in gh aſe ; but-that theſe Harr 
dened and Sti CANS Jecor, after ſo 
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Our bleſſed Lord, at his 2 Rück. 
ing out his Diſciples; commanded them 


to 
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to go to the Joſt Sheep of the Houſe 
J 20 only; and be e ler nto #4 
Way of the Gentiler, or into any City 
of the Samaritans. But, after hir Re. 
furrection from the Dead, He Enlarg u 
their Commiſſion, and order d them to 
o and each Al Nations, or to prrach 
2 Goſpel to every Creature; | which, 
by the obvious meaning of the Words, 
and the ſubſequent Inſtructions of the 
Holy Ghoſt, clearly included the zvbole 

Race of Mankind. 


In the Execution of this extenfive 
Commiſſion, the Rules previouſly laid 

down, and not afterwards difanull'd, 

1 miſt remain in their full force; where- 
by the Miniſters of the Goſpel were 
commanded, or at leaſt allow d, when 

they were per ſeruted in thir City to flee 

unto another And whoſoever, ſaid our 
Saviour, ſhall not receive you, uo hear 
Four words; when ye depart out of That 

5 Houſe, or City ; ſhate off. the Duſt of 
our Feet, far a Toſuumony againſt them. 

And how Amazingly dreadful isthe 
ee W S V Threa- 


— 


— ds de. 
— — 


— * = An. - __ a 
— 8 — £ N 
2 Ss 4 RE. - — — 4 - oo. — - — - —— * 7 
— 2 - <— ——᷑ 3 —— — — — * 
* 


- 


Ci 32] 
N e that „ 1 e 7 
ſay unto Tou ; it ſhall be more jolerable 


for the Land of Sodom and. Gomorrha 


in the Day of Judgment, than for That 
Ci. Mat. x. 14, 15. Mar. vi. 11. 


In ſtrict Conformity to theſe Rules 
St. Paul and Barnabas openly declar'd, 


that they wou'd offer the Privileges of 


the Goſpel to the Gentiles inſtead of 
the Jews for their Turbulent and Blaſ- 
phemous O ppoſition to the Word of 
God : and when this 7«/t Piece of Se- 
verity only Exaſperated them the more, 
and ict them on raiſing a Perſecution 


againſt the Apoſtles, They, in com- 


pliance with the Directions of their 


Lord, Noot off the Duſt of their Feet 
againſt them, ang e out wad their 
Cote. Ih + | | 


The APOSTLUES and FIRST 


PREACHERS of the Goſpel had an 


Unlimit:d Commiſſion, and therefore 
were in the Way of their Office, in 
One City as well as in Another; but 
the Miniſters of the Mord, in the ſuc- 

ceeding 


4* *& 4 &® X% 


T'S 


ceeding Aves if the Church, are more 
ftritly confin d, Each to his particular 
Charge : and it may ſurely. be pre- 
ſum d, that each Poplar has, upon this 
Accolthit” an additional Claim to the 
Comittnance and Reſpect, the Aft. 
ance and E ncourngement of every one 


of # the People ſo a Ft e 
10 hrs Truſt. ay | 


"Tus n ATION ok bas ey 
been ſaid is fo clear and eaſy; that it 
may. ſafely be -left, I hopes to the 
ſerious Nala beran gs, of your own 
HE ARTS AND CONSCLIENCES, to 
ſuggeſt to you, how Abommably auick- 
ed, how Deſperatiy hazordous.a Thing 
it is, to refuſe the Gift of God, eren 
the Offer of eternal Life, thro! an 
Di/iike, and That perhaps an utter 
grounaleſs and unreaſonable Diſlike too, 
of the Hand whereby it is Admini- 


er d. 


Only, give me Leave to n 
that, If the Jews, notwithſtanding 
their Prejudices of Education, and 


C their 
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| thei e Notions of God's pe- 


ct uliar egard to them and their Law, 
Were 0 ſeverely, condemn'd for their 
Ge erpt and 0 wor to the Goſpel ; 


ehaviour hike theirs a 72 70 any 
806 of Peop le where the Chi ltian Res 


ligion ie is rot [it and eflablifh/d, Way 


1t * Agg vation, 
oo Op and W be ohh, fo 


ong as it is not repented oy to a * 


feverer. Condemmdtiou; in as much as 


the Crime is here. direct hy contrary to 
the Doctrine of that holy Religion 
which they bare been ieftratel In, 
and which they profeſs to be zovern'd 
„; and is, behdes all this, 4 moſt 


Audac ious Inſult on That Government, 


and 4 Shaweliſs' Violation. of Thoſe 
Laws whereby they are\ſeeur'd and 
protected in che: Enfoymenk of their 
Properties, and of af the Obber Pri- 

vileges and A of Rien. Sh 


ciety. 
EXTREAMEY SORRY IL att; my 


Brethren and (if Lm hot att6ily an- 


-- -- *” KJequattited 


S 


tual Sati 
our Remembrance, the great Abilities 
of my wort hy Progeceffor, deceas'd t— 
that Ju wou'd have à very ſenſible 
Pleaſure in recollecting, with what 
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acquainted: with "the real 1 ä 
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ing amo you, than 1 thought, my 

Furſt == tg you from this Place, 

wou'd _ properly,” and to our my- 
con,” conſiſt in calling to 


Skill and Application he open d and 
enlarg d your Underſtandipgs, and led 
you to the Knowledge of your holy 
Religion re- what Perſpicuity and 
Clearneſs he explain d, and with what 
Weight and Earneſtneſs he preſs d you 
to — of, the moſt im t 
Duties of your Profeſſion And that 
it 1 leſs agreeable to e, 


to obierve the Progreſs you had made 
C 2 in 


L 
in you Chriſtian, Courſe, and your 
great Improvement in the Knowledge 
and Practice of your Duty by the long 
_ continu'd Labour and Aſſiſtance of fo. 
diligent a Monitor, ſo ſteddy a Guide, 
ſo judicious a Preacher, and ſo faithful 
a Friend: And that both Toa and I 
might hence be encourag d to hope, 
that, by the continual Influences of 
divine Grace, a Work fo happily be- 
gun, might eaſily be carried forward, 
Land that, where a regular Founda- 
tion was once ſo judiciouſſy laid, a fair 
Superſtructure might eaſily be rais d 
thereupon, tho by a leſs able Hand. 
But how ſtrangely are all theſe 
pleaſing Expectations vaniſh'd as a 
Eo 
_ -» Inſtead of that uniform Perſuit of 
Virtue and Holineſs, that Meekneſs 
and Humility, that peaceable and 
benevolent Diſpoſition, which might 
have been expected to direct and rule 
your Hearts; it appears but 
J forbear. Let your O w- MINDS 
+ 5 ANN 
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AND N 5 rove Lou 
for what Is give me 


Leaye only 1 in i 1 5 te . to 


beſeech, to.' conjure... YOu, © as muth as. 
heth in you, to obliterate the Remem- 


brance of it by your future Behaviour; 
and as you regard the Peace of your 
bonn Families, the Peace of your Toon 
and of the whole Neighbourhood, to 
follow with all Diligence aſter the 
Things ohich make for Peace... 


m 
. % 
6 . 
S © ft 


WiTHOUT TRHIS BLESSING, we 
ſee how vain and inſignificant all o- 
ther Bleſſings of Life are, and how ea- 
fly we may be ed into every. Kind of 
Prop haneneſs and Iniquity and This 
Foundation of our mutual ha ee 


W d, we may enjoy the ſeveral 


Bleſſings of Providence beſtow'd upon 
us, with Comfort and... Satisfattion ; 
may proceed in our Chriſtian Courſe 
with Foy ; and may, by the Aſſiſtance 
of divine Grace, make an 1 


Progr in all the Duties of our ho 
Profeſſion. | 


7 


Let 


e ON" 


o 


BLESSING 
and one Me 


Almighty aud LT Gog, gulp 
pomerns al e, 2 eavep and 
Earth, mercefully to * KA : 
77. and. fo graut aus his Peace 


DONE 6 %r Lale, thro Toy 


2 * our 


1 exert our, utmgſt 
ties for t Le eee This 


earneft and unfe; 9 725 queſts 155 


68 


Jet us guith one Ming 
au offer up our maſt 


; af 
th 


* 
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